XIE SCRAPBOOK

{tlanta railroad magnate Raoul
n early supporter of health care

Webb Garrison
ial to The Journal-Constitution

Georgia was the last unit of the
Wederacy {o be fully reconsiruct.
By a twist of fate, it was ihe
n who accepted Lee's surrender
Appomattox who signed [final pa-
‘5. By a stroke of Ulysses §.
wt's pen, Georgia was re-admit-
to the United States on July 15,
0.

Less than 'six months later a
mer caplain of C.S5.A. forces
nned the South for a place of
cial opportunity. At age 28, Loui-
na-born William Greene Raoul
ected Atlanta — still deeply
rred by war.

ilis decision couldn'l have bheen
er. During more than 4G years
an Atlantan by choeice, Raoul
ie to the fop of the railroad
rid.

He was president of the Central
tiroad and Banking Co., of which
Ocean Steamship Co. was & ma-
subsidiary. From 1887 to 1904
headed the Mexican National
ilroad ples the Texas-Mexican
ilway.

Raoul helped to launch the At-
tic and Birmingham Railway and
s president of the line until 1505,

gave up that post only because
+ fast-prowing Southwesiern Rail-
ad, of which ke was head, de-
inded all the time he could de-
te to it. .

For years, he reserved ‘much of
: time and energy for volunteer
k. Tuberculosis had claimed the
1 of his daughter, Rosine, and he
5 determined to do all he could
foster the health of all Geargians,

That's why he took an active
je in Associated Charities of At-
ntz when he returned here in
04, after having put the Mexican
itional Railroad on 2 solid fooling,

Offices of Associated Charifies,
the old Gould building, were en-
rged by one raom in 1907. Raoul
d learned of the National Tuber-
losis Asscciation, launched the
ecious year. With the heilp of John
Eagan, he rented space for-the
lanta Anti-Tuberculosis and Visit-
¢ Nurse Association.

William Greane Raoul

Health specialists note that it
was ane of the nation's earliest lo-
cal programs aimed at mastering
what was then America’s No. 1 kill-
er disease.

Though it claimed more lives
than any other malady, consumpiion
— as it was often calld — was.con-
sidered to be “a Northern disease™
until the time of the Civil War.

No one knows precisely why it
was comparatively insignificant in
the South. Some research specialists
think yellow fever and malaria took
lives of s0 many babies and chil-
dren that survivers were siurdy
enough o resist tuberculosis.

This germ, which can invade
any tissues or bone but most com-
monly attacks the lungs, was so
fearful in Northern indusirial cen-
ters that Oliver Wendell Holmes
called it the White Plague.

Sidney Lanier contracted it in a
Yankee prison camp and died of it.
So did thousands of other Confeder-
ate soldiers.

Raoul's pioneer program was

not only one of the earliest; it put

Atlanta in the national limelight be-

cause of its work among blacks.
Visiting the North to learn what

he could about tuberculosis, Raoul

had seen the tiny shack in New
York, built by Dr. Edward L. Tru-
deau, that was America’s first sana-
forinm. So he came home and put
up 2 one-story frame sanatoriumr=at
Alto. Teo small before it was even
completed, it led Raoul to push for
establishment of Battle Hill - for

‘Atlanta and Fulton County.

A bequest of $50,000 established
the Raoul Foundation in 1913. It
was influential in the legislature,
which sef up county keaith depari-
ments just as Raoul workets
launched a statewide. fight against
tuberculosis.

Christmas Seals, introduced to
the U.S. from Denmark only a few
years earlier, were distribuled annu-
ally by the Raoul Foundation. As -
come from disiribution of seals
grew, this program was turned over
ot the Georgia Tuberculosis
Association.

That organization, in turn , be-
camme the American Lung Associa-
tion of Georgia. With tuberculosis
down but not out, today's programs
center upon respiratory ills such as
asthma, emphysema, and bronchitis.

Along with colorful tags for use
on packages, this year's Christmas
Seals went out in November. They
constitute one of the biggest and
most significant direct{-mail pro-
grams for support of the cause of
health.

~ This year's seals include, for the

first time, the Jewish Chanukah
light. They went out from 2452
Spring Road, Smyrmna (30080). That
is the location of the brand new
state programming center dedicated
to the memory af Raoul. .

Raoul's associates sometimes
weren't sure which came first —
work as a health poineer, or rail
roading. Today's staif members and
volunteers are positive. The fight
against lung disease mounts in sig-
nificance as air quality deferiorates
and hazards of smeoking are
pinpointed. u

Webb Garrison has written ex-
tensively on histery and biography.
His latest book is “Behind the Head-
lines,” a history of importanf but
little-known people and events.
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